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In addition to solving problem sets, you will provide peer reviews of solutions written by other
students. You will thereby get to practice the crucial skill of giving feedback on technical writing to
help authors clarify their meaning. The quality of peer feedback you provide will contribute to
your final course grade. I will provide you with reference solutions to use when giving feedback.
Peer reviews are due one week after the deadline of each problem set. They will be assigned and
completed via Canvas.

Comments Most importantly, you will provide written feedback in your peer review. This is an
opportunity to help your peers improve their technical mathematics and their writing. (And, you
may have some realizations about your own solutions in the process.) If an equation is incorrect,
say so! If a sentence or paragraph is confusingly-worded, flag this as well. Please be kind but honest
in your critiques.

Numerical scores For each problem on a problem set, you will assign a score between 0 and 3

(inclusive). These scores will inform my final grading at the end of the semester. As a reminder,
courses at MIT are not graded on a curve! This means that giving your classmates low scores is not
to your advantage.

The scores have the following meanings:
A score of 3 indicates near-perfection: the solution is technically correct, and exposition is as

clear or clearer than the reference solution. This solution would be suitable as the proof of a lemma
in a mathematics or computer science journal or conference publication.

A score of 2 indicates correctness, perhaps with a missing detail or two, and exposition clear
enough to be understood. This solution would raise eyebrows from a reviewer for a mathematics or
computer science journal or conference, but would not prompt serious concerns about correctness.

A score of 1 indicates that some attempt was made at the problem, but the solution is either
technically incorrect or insufficiently clearly exposited to be understood. This solution would
prompt serious concerns about correctness, if it appeared in a journal or conference submission.

A score of 0 indicates that no attempt was made at the problem.
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