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The course project is an opportunity for you to dive deeper into the SoS research literature,
make connections to your own research, and more! There is a great deal of flexibility in choosing
your project. However, I need to approve all the project topics before you embark on them! I expect
you to schedule a discussion of your project with me before the end of October. You may (but are
not required to!) work with a partner on your project.

Possible approaches to the project You could:

• Formulate a research question related to the course (and possibly also related to your main
area of research) and investigate it.

• Read one or more papers from the SoS literature and write an exposition of them at a level
understandable by the students of 6.S977. Optionally, extend one or more of the result in
these papers.

• Implement one or more algorithms from the SoS literature and study their performance
empirically.

• Combinations of any of the above.

None of these options are preferred above others – in particular, original research is not a
requirement for a successful project. (That said, it does of course carry many potential rewards – it
is not uncommon for MIT course projects to end up as published papers!)

Deliverables You should produce a written report on your project activities. For expository
projects, this report is your exposition. For research projects, this document should discuss the
research problem you decided to investigate, why it merits your attention, how it relates to the
subject of the course, and your findings.

Reports may vary in length, but when grading, I promise to read the first 10 pages of your report
(typeset in a reasonable font with reasonable margins). I will read further material at my discretion.
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